
2017 CAR RALLY 

NOTES

 During summer, the CHEM Trade buildings 
(formerly Nichols Chemical Co. Ltd) can be 
seen from the bike path located on the Hydro-
Quebec dike, between Coteau-du-Lac and 
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield.  

 During WWII, a military camp was set up in 
La Baie Ward, it was called Salaberry Fort, and 
was active from 1942 to 1946. 

The following companies took active part in war 
effort campaigns, promoting Victory Bonds and 
War Savings Certificates: 

Montreal Cotton Company
McDonald and Robb Flour Mill
Shawinigan Water and Power
Quebec Distillers
Majestic Bottling Works
Asten Hill (Asten Johnson)
Canadian Bronze Powder Works Ltd
Nichols Chemical Co. Ltd
Defence Industries Limited (DIL)

ÎLE-AUX-CHATS / CLARKS ISLAND

Nichols Chemical Co. Ltd 
Allied Chemical Canada Limited 
1941-1958  
 

 
Basic inorganic chemicals. (CHEM Trade = alum).  

 

Called CHEM Trade today, Nichols Chemical 
formerly produced sulphuric acid for Defence Industries 
Limited (D.I.L), which used it to make munitions.  

LA BAIE WARD

J.O. Clermont 
1906-1949 

 

 
Wood doors and windows (wood, doors, frames, 
mouldings, finished in sanded pine from Columbia).  
 

Managed by Octave Clermont and Octave 
Cossette, the company also participated in the war 
effort, but to a smaller degree.

21, DUFFERIN STREET
SALABERRY-DE-VALLEYFIELD, QUÉBEC  J6S 1Y1 
T. 450 370-4855
www.lemuso.com
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R A L L Y  S T O P S

 STARTING POINT 
    
Musée de société des Deux-Rives
21, rue Dufferin

1   GEORGES-LEDUC AND CHAMPLAIN WARDS

Montreal Cotton Company 1874-1983  

 Commercial parking via Avenue du Centenaire 
(Espace Madeleine-Parent); and other stop: 
Plaza Hotel entrance (formerly the Gault Mill).  

Fibre, spun yarn, and thread production. Today, shopping 
centre and Plaza Hotel site. 

In 1875, the Montreal Cotton Company, a textile 
factory, was established in Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, one 
year after the town’s incorporation. It became the largest 
textile plant in the region, and Canadian history.

A document entitled Rapport aux actionnaires 
(Shareholders’ Report) states that an average 3,500 people 
worked for the company during WWII.  Indeed, the war 
created an opportunity for the company to perform in 
the Canadian market. In 1941, wage earners committed 
large sums of money to the war effort and to purchase 
Victory Bonds. During the first six months of that year, the 
production volume increased in line with the demand for 
military material.

The company used 75,000 raw cotton bails for its produc-
tion, and supplied more than 65,000 yards of cotton to the 
Canadian Armed Forces. During this prolific industrial period, 
the company was also counted on to produce specialized 
goods, such as uniform fabric, powder bags, flare para-
chutes, and bed linen. The MOCO also produced airplane 
fabric; the only Canadian company to cover that specialty. 
 

2   ROBERT-CAUCHON WARD

Quebec Distillers 1938-1945  

 Take Rue Alphonse Desjardins or Chemin 
Hébert and turn onto St-Hyppolite (you can see 
the Shawinigan Water and Power substation). 
Salaberry bridge (white bridge). Take Des Érables. 
Turn onto Salaberry. 1 Rue Salaberry Ouest. 
Near Rue Moïse Plante. Across from “Diageo 
Approvisionnement”. The historic part of the 
buildings is located on the north side.   

Distilleries, spirits (beer and wine). Became Schenley 
Canada after the war, and the Diageo Company today. 

The Star Biscuit Company was the first 
industrial venture to set up facilities in the east end of 
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield, in 1909. Successively followed 
the Gold Lion (1911), Salaberry (1923), and Maple Leaf 
(1929) breweries, and then Quebec Distillers (1938). In 
1945, the latter was acquired by Schenley Distilleries Ltd., 
an American company that later changed names, and then 
was bought out by Diageo in 2008. So, the vacant lot that 
had been originally owned by Mr. St-Onge became succes-
sively a cookie factory, a brewery, and a distillery, between 
1906 and 1945 1. In 1938, the small factory was situated in 
the middle of farmland.   

During WWII, the distillery produced commercial 
alcohol from grains, potatoes, and molasses. The alcohol 
was canned and poured into galvanized containers for 
military use (explosives, paints, de-icing fluids…). The 
company also built a railroad, adjacent to the Catholic 
cemetery, from their facilities to the N.Y. Central 2 mail 
line, to ship their products.  

A serious accident occurred in June 1941: an explosion 
in the Quebec Distillers facilities. One of the labourers 
charged with installing tanks was killed while using 
a welding torch near a tank containing alcohol fumes, 
which sparked the detonation and injured other employ-
ees working nearby 3.   

1 Robert Loranger. «D’Isaïe St-Onge à la Schenley. 1906-1945 (biscuiterie, brasserie 
et distillerie)». Revue Au fil du temps. Vol. 25, no. 2, summer 2016, p. 27.   
2 Idem, p.29.  
3 Luke de Stéphano and Daniel Plourde. 2010. Salaberry-de-Valleyfield : La Venise du 
Québec. Québec : Les éditions Gid, p. 74-75.  
 
 

3  LA BAIE WARD 

Valleyfield Silk Mills Ltd 1933-1955

 Take rue Salaberry Ouest. Turn onto 
Boulevard Quévillon. Corner of Boulevard 
Quévillon and Rue Ellice.  

Other clothing and silk stocking factories. Today called Salle 
de réception La Soie.

A first silk factory made its appearance on 
June 12, 1930, called Brupbacher, built at the corner of 
Ellice Street. The company shut down its operations in 
1932, and was replaced by the Valleyfield Silk Mills Ltd., 
which operated from 1933 to 1955. During that timespan, 
lingerie had become popular, with a boom 1942-43. This 
silk textile factory, designated global fabric-maker during 
WWII, used silk fibre to make parachutes for the military. 
An estimated 150 people worked at the factory during the 
war. Springdale Mills Limited took over for Valleyfield Silk 
Mills Limited in 1956, specializing in synthetic fabrics and 
nylon knitworks. It shut down definitely in 1988. 
 

4  CHAMPLAIN WARD 

Canadian Bronze Powder Works Ltd 
1906-2005 

  Rue Victoria. Back to Avenue du Centenaire. 
Turn right onto Boulevard du Havre. Turn left 
onto Rue Maden. Corner of Rue East Park and 
railroad tracks.   

Laminating, stretching, extrusion, and copper alloys. The last 
remains have been transformed into condos and businesses.

The Canadian Bronze Powder Works Limited 
(also called “Usine Canbro”) was established in 
Salaberry-de-Valleyfield in the early 20th Century. The 
outcome of German engineering in Canada (1906) and the 
USA (1908), it specialized in laminating, stretching, extru-
sion, and copper alloys. Its production was based on metal 

powders (bronze, aluminium, and magnesium). Several 
other similar companies (US Bronze Powder) had already 
set up shop in North America, in Valleyfield, Malone and in 
New Jersey, among others. About 150 employees worked 
in its facilities located near Maden and East Park Streets, 
with a maximum 200 workers during the 1940s.   

During WWI, the company produced aluminium powder 
for the war effort, to make an explosive called “Amonal”, 
made from a mixture of aluminium powder and ammonium 
nitrate. This production led to increased aluminium and 
bronze powder sales. 

At the end of the 1930s, the company (International 
Bronze Powders Limited) was producing bronze and 
aluminium powders, coloured powders, as well as moulded 
and milled parts for exports. 

During WWII, the Canadian Bronze Powder Works 
Limited produced armaments and new equipment for 
trains. It also made aluminium powder, which was used in 
the fabrication of firebombs and flares. The company did 
not develop new commercial products, as they had during 
WWI. Furthermore, they seemed to be having financial 
and property issues associated with the war context. After 
the war, production slowed considerably. 
 

5  NITRO WARD

Defence Industries Limited (D.I.L)
1940-1945

 Take Boulevard du Havre. Turn east onto Rue 
Hébert, which becomes Route 132, and drive 2km.  
Turn left onto Chemin du Golf. Several of the 
industry’s buildings can be seen from the road. 
Go past the intersection of Rang du Milieu and 
glance towards the right (to the east), beyond the 
farming lands. 

Explosives (powder for munitions, guns and canons). 
General Dynamics today. 

Construction of the D.I.L. Company ran from 
July 10, 1940 to June 14, 1941, under recommendation from 
the Federal Government. Operations at the site started on 
February 25, 1941. The contractor H.F McLean Limited was 
in charge of the construction site. A small company town 
was built around the plant, and named “Nitro”. Today, it 
sits in the St-Timothée area of Salaberry-de-Valleyfield.   

In 1965, D.I.L. was privatized and the site was acquired 
by CIL Inc., which was subsequently sold to Space 
Research Company in 1978 and became Valleyfield 
Chemical Products Inc. It was sold again in 1982, and 
became Expro Chemical Products Inc., then Expro TEC 
in 2001, having been bought out by SNC Technologies. In 
2007, General Dynamics OTS acquired Expro TEC.     

The company was created in support of the war effort, 
specializing in explosives. At the time smoke-free powder 
production increased sharply to 15,600 tons per year 
(canon and gun powder). The company also produced 
3,200 tons of DNT and 1,500 tons of tetryl yearly. Much of 
the equipment (dating back to 1941) and processes used 
by Defence Industries Limited during WWII are still in 
use today by General Dynamics. Of the 335 buildings that 
had been built for the company in 1940, only half are left 
standing today. It should be noted that very few women 
worked in this industry, given the physical strength 
required. The few women who were hired worked mostly 
in munitions assembly. In 1942, during WWII, about 3,500 
people worked at D.I.L. Today, General Dynamics has 
about 400 employees.  
 

 END OF THE RALLY 

PHOTOGRAPH SOURCES: MUSÉE DE SOCIÉTÉ DES DEUX-RIVES AND CHEM TRADE COLLECTIONS


